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Special Feature: 

New developments in the 
“Free and Open Indo-Pacific”
Continuity and change in Japanese foreign policy as seen from the Japan-U.S. Summit 
meeting
The first Summit meeting between President Biden and Prime Minister Suga dealt with proposals to re-strengthen the alliance 
and how to engage with Taiwan, while being careful on certain sensitive issues. The author analyzes the significance of this 
summit meeting against this background.
Kentaro Nakajima (Yomiuri Shimbun)

Roundtable: Effectiveness of the Quad’s “cooperation during peacetime”
What role can the cooperative relationship between Japan, the United States, Australia, and India play in realizing the Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific? Avoiding overestimation and accumulating tangible results are key.
Toru Ito (National Defense Academy of Japan), Tomohiko Satake (National Institute for Defense Studies), and Satoru Mori 
(Hosei University)

Can Japan-U.S.-South Korea relationship be rebuilt? Biden’s foreign policy and challenges of 
the “Indo-Pacific” era
The Biden administration aims to rebuild the weakened trilateral relationship between the U.S., Japan and South Korea, and to 
work together not only on the issue of North Korea but also coordination in the "Indo-Pacific.”
Yasuyo Sakata (Kanda University of International Studies)

U.S. engagement to Taiwan is becoming stronger: Its importance for the Biden administration
This article will explore the factors behind the Biden administration's emphasis on relations with Taiwan and its strategic 
position from the perspectives of democracy, economic security, and geopolitics.
Masatoshi Murakami (Kogakkan University)

Europe’s Indo-Pacific Strategy: The birth of new partners
Europe’s interest in the Indo-Pacific is expanding to include security aspects. The author analyzes the strategies of Britain, 
France, and Germany, the main axis of the region, and explore the differences between them.
Ryosuke Tanaka (National Institute for Defense Studies)

Changing “foreign policy on human rights and democracy”: international cooperation 
among the democratic countries and the position of Japan
While the norms of human rights and democracy are backtracking around the world, the Biden administration is once again 
pursuing a foreign policy that puts human rights and democracy front and center, marking a stark turnaround from the Trump 
administration.
Maiko Ichihara (Hitotsubashi University)

FOCUS: 
Accelerating towards carbon neutral – climate change is shifting the international order 
Roundtable: 
Foreign policy on climate change is promoting aggressive actions by the private sector
Prime Minister Suga’s ambitious goals of reaching “carbon neutral by 2050” and “reducing greenhouse gas emissions in 2030 
from 2013 levels” has begun to move the Japanese private sector.
Yukari Takamura (University of Tokyo), Mari Yoshitaka (Mitsubishi UFJ Research and Consulting), Keiichi Ono (Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs)

Consensus building within the Democratic Party will determine the implementation of 
Biden’s plan
The Biden administration has embraced ambitious plans towards 2030. Whether or not this could be realized depends on the 
Congress, especially the solidarity of the Democratic Party.
Takahiro Ueno (Central Research Institute of Electric Power Industry)

Impact of European Green Deal
Europe is a step ahead of the rest of the world with its "economic, social, and environmental" strategy. Europe's presence in 
the field of climate change has been enhanced by its elaborate policy system and its active involvement in its international 
rule-making activities.
Akira Ichikawa (Toyo University)

China’s active policies to reduce CO2 emission has eyes on its foreign policy towards the U.S.
Under the Biden administration's active involvement in environmental issues, climate change has leapt to the forefront of 
international politics. Under these circumstances, China is pushing forward with the development of green technology.
Cheng Fang-Ting (IDE-JETRO)

Rapid development over the mainstreaming of renewable energy and circular economy
Numerous countries are pledging ambitious CO2 reduction targets one after the other, but the critical factor will be the use of 
renewable energy. This also presents an opportunity for Japan, a country with limited natural resources.
Hikaru Hiranuma (Tokyo Foundation)

Special interview - 
Narrating seven years and eight months of Abe diplomacy (Part IV): 
Organizations, people, and words that supported Kantei Diplomacy
NSC functioned as the headquarter for foreign and defense policies. Speeches that grasped the people of foreign countries. 
The former Prime Minister talks about critical issues of foreign policy for a democratic country – an agile system and the public 
who supports them.
Shinzo Abe (Former Prime Minister) 

The feeling of entrapment that drove Palestine to a large-scale clash
This article explains the background to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in light of the situation in Eastern Israel and Gaza, 
political dysfunction within Palestine, and trends in international politics in the Middle East.
Ryoji Tateyama (National Defense Academy of Japan)

At the “turning point of the revolution” four months after the coup d’etat - Myanmar’s coup and 
the international society
In Myanmar, the democrats have formed a "National Unity government (NUG)" to oppose the military, which effectively 
controls the country through the use of force. Japan's diplomacy is being forced to reconsider its response.
Yoshihiro Nakanishi (Kyoto University)

Japan’s Arctic policy and the Arctic Sea route: Conflict between “energy security” and “freedom 
of navigation”
The Arctic Sea route is attracting the interest of the international community. Expectations are high that it will become a new 
international shipping route in the future. However, reaching a consensus on the "rules of navigation," including Russia is critical.
Nanae Kaneko (Secretariat of the House of Councillors)

Having long engaged in the "Uyghur problem"
Naoko Mizutani (Meiji University)
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