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Special Feature:

 International order fluctuates 
due to COVID-19
Cover story interview
Key to suppressing infection is trust building among member states: A report from the frontlines of 
COVID-19 and WHO
Takeshi Kasai (Regional Director for the Western Pacific, WHO)

Roundtable: A new social contract – reexamining the role of the state
States are reexamining the social contract between the state and its people. What can the government do to protect the life and 
safety of its people? Are there no conflicts between freedom and democracy? The role of the state is being reexamined.
Takashi Shiraishi (Prefectural University of Kumamoto)　Masayuki Tadokoro (Keio University)

Balance between politics and science determined the battle against infectious disease
Even where a policy decision model that allowed for cooperation between politics and science existed, responses to COVID-19 
ended up in a failure without a trusting relationship. The countries that successfully contained the infectious disease and 
minimized economic burdens were those where politics and science worked together towards a common goal.
Kazuto Suzuki (Hokkaido University)

Japan’s health and medical initiatives towards the world
The key to future global containment of COVID-19 is the preparedness of health and medical systems in developing countries, 
especially Africa. Japan should use its knowledge and experience as a highly effective and unique form of aid.
Shinichi Kitaoka (President, JICA)

Post-pandemic international cooperation from the perspective of Rwanda
There are numerous infectious diseases other than COVID-19 in addition to other problems like the agricultural damages caused 
by waves of locusts in East Africa. Are cross-regional cooperation and solidarity with the international society being maintained? 
Charles Murigande (Former Deputy Vice-Chancellor of University of Rwanda and Former Ambassador of Rwanda to Japan)

Advancing protectionism due to long-term stagnation of the economy and the future of supply 
chain reorganization
World depression in the 1930s brough the world to take policies towards protectionism. Will the history repeat itself in this current 
COVID-19 crisis? This article examines U.S.-China conflict, supply chain reorganization, and the impact of COVID-19 crisis on 
political economy.
Motoshige Itoh (Gakushuin University)

Protection of personal information and infectious disease response: can “privacy and the 
public” be designed?
How can we balance between preventing the expansion of infection and privacy? Issues include not only privacy rules in various 
countries and the EU, but also “laws stemming from technology” such as GAFA, which are the media for distributing applications.
Harumichi Yuasa (Institute of Information Security)

Development of vaccines and treatment drugs face numerous challenges
When and how will the vaccines and treatment drugs for COVID-19 be developed? The recent information on R&D shows that 
combatting COVID-19 is impossible without cooperation among countries.
Koji Nakamura (NHK)

Is a global ceasefire due to COVID-19 a possibility?
UN Secretary-General António Guterres called for a “global ceasefire” amidst concerns over the spread of COVID-19.Situations in 
Yemen, Afghanistan, and South Sudan is critical. Now is the time for countries to cooperate for the  “human security.”
Daisaku Higashi (Sophia University)

Sweden’s unique strategy in combatting COVID-19
The old should self-quarantine, while the young engage in economic activities. Sweden’s unique strategy is to achieve herd 
immunity through classification based on risks. The reasons for this were difficulties in maintaining “high-burden and high-welfare” 
model and getting the understanding of the public for potential solutions.
Ken Shimizu (Rikkyo University)

Political battle over “right of coordination” for Brazilian Armed Forces: Attempts to strengthen 
leadership through interpretation of Brazilian constitution has failed
Masato Ninomiya (Attorney-at-law in Brazil, Professor at University of São Paulo)

Compact democracy has arisen amidst the crisis
Failures of hegemonism has been revealed in the U.S. and China and populism in Europe is heading for a downturn. A 
possibility for a compact democracy can be seen through the analysis of small countries and local governments.
Makoto Kamikubo (Ritsumeikan University)

A tense situation in Wuhan: Working on the Japanese the return home – An inside look of the 
operation on evacuating the Japanese from Hubei Province
Once the Chinese government has decided on a lock-down, the Japanese government has arranged a swift return of 
Japanese people through the use of charter flights. 
Atsushi Ueno (Former Deputy Chief of Mission of Japanese Embassy in China)

Japanese government is conducting missions outside of Wuhan: Supporting Japanese to return to 
Japan from countries around the world.
Kazuya Mori (MOFA)

FOCUS: Intensification of U.S.-China conflict 

Sense of distrust pervades in the China policy of the U.S.
Hardline China policy of the U.S. has exceeded President Trump’s “part of the deal” and has become serious. COVID-19 has 
rendered the core members of the administration to take a hardline stance as sense of distrust spread. 
Ryo Sahashi (University of Tokyo)

How will the U.S. China policy change in a “Biden administration?”
What aspects of China policy will change if the Biden administration comes into being? Kurt Tong, the former Consul General of the 
United States of America to Hong Kong and foreign strategist for the Democratic Party analyzes Biden’s foreign policy towards China.
Kurt Tong (Partner, The Asia Group)

China intensifying the competition over international order: Self-perception that leads to a 
further hardline stance
China is revealing a competitive stance in every aspect to make use of this “major change that occurs once in a hundred 
years.” What is in their “field of vision?”
Shinji Yamaguchi (NIDS)

Logic and strategy in the prolonging “Xi Jinping era”: Unchanged anxieties over the 
“peaceful evolution theory”
The policies taken from Deng Xiaoping to Jiang Zemin and to Hu Jintao is now over. What are the new logic and strategy 
sought by the Chinese Communist Party amidst the increasingly severe situation both domestically and internationally?
Takashi Suzuki (Aichi Prefectural University)

Crisis in Hong Kong is becoming a crisis of the world: The establishing process of Hong Kong security law 
and what this will bring
Hong Kong security law was passed and implemented quickly. What will become of the democratization movement? How will 
the world respond? The future is uncertain. 
Toru Kurata (Rikkyo University)

Renew the perspective on international production system: Global Value Chain and Global 
Supply Chain
Understanding the production system from the point of view of Global Value Chain is necessary in the era where corporate 
strategies are highly impacted by politics.
Satoshi Inomata (IDE-JETRO)
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