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Cover Story Interview
Working on disarmament as United Nations Under-Secretary-General
Izumi Nakamitsu (United Nations Under-Secretary-General of Disarmament Affairs) 

The era of selective globalism
The EU-style economic integration where “goods,” “money,” and “people” move across borders is facing a 
challenge. However, this is not a reversal of globalism – this should be an opportunity to ask ourselves what a 
desirable globalism looks like. This article paints an outlook of a world that is seen from an economic analysis. 
devoid of politics.
Motoshige Itoh (Gakushuin University)

Roundtable: Towards the era of multi-layered free trade zones : Towards a strategy that mixes 
global, regional, and bilateral frameworks
the world is watching closely at how Japan will deal with free-trade issues given the coexistence of two major FTA 
frameworks – TPP and RCEP. Keeping the global WTO order in mind, what kind of contributions can Japan make 
in the international rule-making processes for trade and investment? 
Kentaro Sonoura (State Minister for Foreign Affairs) /Shujiro Urata (Waseda University) /Hideo Ohashi (Senshu 
University) 

Restarting Japan-U.S. economic relationship: Scope and efficacy of high-level dialogues
Japan-U.S. economic dialogue has begun under the auspices of Deputy Prime Minister Taro Aso and Vice 
President Mike Pence. The phrase “bilateral negotiations” conjure up painful memories of the former Japan-U.S. 
Structural Impediments Initiative - but how will things turn out this time? 
Kanji Yamanouchi (Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Conditions for the revival of a multilateral approach in the U.S.: The outcome of NAFTA 
renegotiations
President Trump is emphasizing bilateral approaches in its trade negotiations. Will this approach remain the 
same? The author, who has lead TPP and other trade negotiations at USTR, analyzes the situation. 
Wendy Cutler (Former Assistant USTR for Japan, Asia Society Policy Institute)

Globalism and international economic order has promoted Chinese economic reform: 
From reform and opening-up period to the “post-Trump” era
Regime change of the economic system. This is precisely the outcome of China’s participation in WTO. While the 
Chinese economy has successfully achieved rapid growth, the restructuring of domestic politics and economics 
has hit the ceiling. What are the likely direction for further regime change in China?
Tatsuhito Tokuchi (Rebuild Japan Initiative Foundation)

Can ASEAN come together through RCEP?
Will the world shift towards protectionism with the Trump administration withdrawing from TPP? The author 
argues that there will be no prosperity without deepening economic integration for ASEAN countries, and looks at 
the ways in which new frameworks such as RCEP is exploring the future.
Fukunari Kimura (Keio University)

The reality of US-China "cooperation" over North Korea
North Korea is continuing its nuclear and missile tests. While the Trump administration takes the position that “all 
options are on the table,” China after the U.S.-China Summit in April has fallen in line with the U.S. to contain 
North Korea. Will the international politics surrounding the “denuclearization” of DPRK enter a new phase?
Lee Jong-won (Waseda University)

Turmoil in Syria deepens with the use of chemical weapons
Trump administration’s missile attack against Syria was a “coup de foudre” for the Assad administration and 
Russia. This essay looks at whether this will be an opportunity for changing the structure of Syrian civil war and 
explores the road to end the civil war.
Nobuhisa Degawa (NHK) 

Interview: There is a clear difference between “Kurds” and “Kurdistan”
the interest towards Turkey – a country that holds the key to the reconstruction of this region’s order – has risen and 
media reporting in Japan  has grown in recent years. On the other hand, the complex situation in Turkey regarding 
sensitive issues such as the difference between “Kurds” and “Kurdistan” is often left inadequately explained.
Ahmet Bülent Meriç (Turkish ambassador to Japan)

Roundtable: Are Japan’s nuclear counterterrorism measures sufficient?
An international conference on counter-nuclear terrorism will be held in Japan  in June 1-2, 2017. Seeing the 2020 
Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games as an opportunity, the discussants talk about the importance of 
counter-nuclear terrorism, challenges, and how Japan can contribute in the field of nuclear security.
Yosuke Naoi (Integrated Support Center for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Nuclear Security, JAEA) /
Ota Masakatsu (Kyodo News) / Kazutoshi Aikawa (Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Current state of international health diplomacy and the role of Japa
Whether a country can solve and contribute to various problems related to health issues are assessed as their 
“diplomatic prowess.” The agenda of “international health diplomacy” as put forth at the G7 Ise-Shima Summit is 
about to begin. What are the challenges? How should Japan contribute?
Keizo Takemi (Member of the House of Councillors)

The scope of "Japanese Armitage-Nye Report" Akihiko Tanaka (GRIPS)

Bring healthy food to the world and end hunger: The mission of FAO and the role of Japan
José Graziano da Silva (FAO)

FOCUS◎The future of Europe: Beneath the surface of anti-EU populism
"Generalization" strategy brought about the impressive showing of Marine Le Pen at the polls
Emmanuel Jean-Michel Frédéric Macron has won the French Presidential election. This essay analyzes the 
people’s estrangement from the major establishment parties, populist parties, and the policies of Front National to 
familiarize itself with the people. 
Norito Kunisue (Asahi Shimbun)

Struggle towards a "soft" BREXIT
UK and EU will begin its serious negotiations over BREXIT following Prime Minister May sending the letter to 
withdraw from the European Union. How will the negotiation turn out? Is there a special hidden tactic for the EU to 
keep UK in its reigns? The author looks at how the negotiation process may turn out .
Katsuhiro Shoji (Keio University)

Populist parties and right wing parties: A new auxiliary line for understanding contemporary Europe
We must end labeling populist parties as “extreme right” if we want to understand the essence of who they are. 
Right-wing, left-wing, and liberal are all relative values, so the key position becomes what they’re “against.” The 
author explores the “world becoming more populist” through multiple perspectives.
Jiro Mizushima (Chiba University)

TREND 2017
Interview: On-the-ground for two Presidential elections
Haruka Chritsine is well-known as an “actress that loves politics.” We talked to her about the things she learned 
through her encounters with numerous voters in ROK and France during her visit while the Presidential elections 
were taking place.
Haruka Christine (Actress)

Where will “Moon Jae-in’s ROK” go? 
This has been the voter’s option after they’ve grown tired with the scandals of Park administration. But this was 
not the only reason why Mr. Moon Jae-in was victorious. This essay looks at the background of candidates , and 
analyzes the future of south-north problem and Japan-ROK relations.
Tetsuya Hakoda (Asahi Shimbun)
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